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Welcome to another CANFA Bulletin. 

By now most of the winter harvest is complete and 
harvesting of the summer crops has started in the 
northern regions.  The winter harvest was a mixed 
bag across our region but I think that those who 
conserved the fallow moisture by excellent 
summer spraying and maintaining stubble to 
reduce evaporation loss have seen the benefits in 
their final yields.  There are now many paddocks 
with heavy stubble loads which should really be 
considered “food for the soil” and an added bonus 
to the cropping system.   

There are some farmers however who are worried 
about the ability of their machines to sow through 
the bulky stubble and do not want to revert to the 
match or hard steel to break them down.  If you are 
in this situation then it might be worth attending 
the Conservation Field day at Temora on 18 
February 2009.  As well as examining the latest 
machinery it is a great chance to meet up with 
others to get some new ideas on stubble 
management that might work for you.   

New Executive Officer 

Neville Gould officially started back with us this 
month.  After a stint away Neville is back 
refreshed and full of new ideas to support farmers 
in their goal for more sustainable and profitable 
farming systems.  Welcome back Neville. 

Annual General Meeting 

Our annual AGM is planned for the night before 
the Temora Field day at the Temora Research 
Station.  All are welcome to come along to show 
support to our organisation.  The AGM will be 
followed by a BBQ. So it should be a great social 
night. 

Northern Territory Bus Trip 

Garry Hine is still in the process of organising our 
bus trip which at this stage looks like being from 
12 - 24 August 2009.  We have a lot of interested 
people on the list but once we have the itinerary 
finalised I will call for deposits and it will then be 
on a first in basis.   If you are interested in putting 
your name down as potential travellers, then please 
contact me. 

Correction to phone contact for Mustering 
Moisture book 

In the last newsletter I mentioned the new 
Department of Primary Industries book Mustering 
Moisture which has many stories (and excellent 
pictures) of no-till farmers across NSW. 
Unfortunately the advertised number was incorrect 
and it should have been 1800 028 374.  The books 
are now in stock and the new price is $35 each. 
Anne Williams 
T: 02 6825 6212 or 0428 177 225 

After 12 months away in the 
commercial sector, it’s great 
to be back as Executive 
Officer of CANFA. Having 
travelled most of the State 
over that time, I now have a 

greater appreciation of the diversity of farming 
operations and the capacity for people to accept 
and adapt to change. Indeed, it was exciting to be 
involved with a dynamic company in leading edge 
technology of guidance and control systems and 
variable rate technology.  I am looking forward to 
putting the experiences gained into practice for the 
Association. 

Events 

The next 12 months looks exciting and offers great 
opportunities for members with many activities 
planned starting with the Conservation Agriculture 
Field Day on 18 February at the Temora 
Agricultural Research Station. Following that, we 
have a range of Controlled Traffic workshops 
programmed for Griffith, Barellan, Hillston and 

Temora from 23 – 26 February. From 3-5 March, 
we, along with Central West Farming Systems, 
have programmed in a series of Precision 
Agriculture workshops, presented by Ed Cay from 
gps-Ag. Later on there will be Chemical 
Application workshops, presented by Bill Gordon. 
Keep an eye on the website for further information. 

Harvest 

We eventually completed harvest with some 
interesting results in some of the trials (see 
Agrichem article). The commercial crops also did 
generally well with the biggest surprise being our 
first attempt at safflower at 1 tonne/ha. Along with 
everyone else we had difficulties getting headers 
and trucks and so the rain was able to wreak havoc 
on some of the crops, especially the canola. The 
lesson learnt again was that yields from no-till 
crops were well ahead of conventional crops, 
especially in the south. The secret is ground cover. 
So keep that stubble when and where you can! 
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 Firming up arrangements 

We are working hard to establish our long term presence at 
the Wellington Research Services Centre and will be 
meeting with senior staff from the Department of Lands 
shortly to lock in new leases. We have again been well 
supported by our sponsors in 2008 and will be looking to 
continue and strengthen these and other relationships in 
2009. 

CAAANZ 

Our national alliance with the other like-minded 
associations across Australia is finally gaining momentum. 

We have recently appointed John Rochecouste as the 
Executive Officer for CAAANZ. John has a wealth of 
experience in agriculture, research and in project 
management and this was well demonstrated at various 
meetings we attended with GRDC, DAFF and other 
organisations in Canberra in early February. I am looking 
forward to the year ahead as John forges a stronger 
working relationship between the alliance members and 
those organisations desirous of using our services. 

Don’t forget the AGM – 6.00pm at Temora 
Agricultural Research Station on 17 February, 2009. 

With the assistance of the Central West Catchment 
Management Authority, CANFA is offering the 
opportunity for up to 40 people to travel by bus to Temora 
for the Conservation Agriculture Field Day. The bus will 
leave the Langley bus depot in Depot Road, Dubbo at 
8.00am on 17 February, travelling via three no-till farms in 
the Peak Hill region and then on to  the Temora Rural 
Museum before progressing to the Temora Agricultural 
Research Station for the CANFA AGM and following 
BBQ.  Bus travellers will be billeted overnight in Temora 
($50/single, $90/double).  

On 18 February, it’s out to the Temora Agricultural 
Research Station to attend the Conservation Agriculture 
Field Day. The bus will then leave around early afternoon, 
visiting the Temora Aviation Museum before returning to 
Dubbo.  

All costs for the trip (bus, meals, entry fees to the two 
museums and the Field Day) except accommodation are 
covered by CANFA. 

Contact CANFA on 02 6845 1044 for bookings—places 
are strictly limited. 
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In June 2008 the Secretary-General of the United Nations, 
Ban Ki-moon noted that food production needs to rise by 
50% by the year 2030 to meet the rising demand. How are 
we going to do this when productive soils are turning into 
wastelands by the day all over the world?  

Last year 
CANFA and 
Agrichem 
implemented a 
trial program to 
prove that 
changing 
fertilizer 
application 
practices and 
getting the 
nutrient balance 
right, can lead 
to significant 
yield increase. 

The trial began 
with evaluating 
soil test results. 
These showed 
low to moderately-low zinc deficiency. Therefore zinc was 
the key element we concentrated on in the trials. Zinc 
plays an important role in root development of plants, 
especially in broadacre situations in Sulfonurea herbicide 
treated soils, it also helps to overcome the root pruning 
effect. Kelpak, an auxin dominated natural hormone 
product, was also applied with zinc to help establishment 

and increase drought resistance of crops and maximize 
nutrient uptake. 

Ventura wheat and C76 Canola were sown with 70 kg 
MAP, with the seed being dressed with Dividend. The 
canola trial plots consisted of seed treated with both a seed 

dressing of 
Activist Max at 
20L/t of seed 
and Kelpak at 
10L/t of seed 
and, in another 
strip, seed 
treated with 
Kelpak at 10L/t 
of seed only. 

In Canola where 
zinc wasn’t 
applied, 
germination was 
uneven and the 
plants were 
smaller at the 
first observation. 
At the field day 

we observed the root system of the treated and untreated 
plants (see picture). The treated plants had more lateral 
roots and a generally stronger root system. Yield data after 
seeing the better establishment wasn’t a surprise. Seed 
treatment had clear advantages over control with a 30% 
increase in yield for both Activist Max  and Kelpak. 
Kelpak on its own still had an 11% increase in yield. For 
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every dollar we have invested the return was $122 for the 
Activist Max and Kelpak and $57 for Kelpak only. 

In wheat, several combinations of seed dressings and foliar 
sprays were applied. At first, observations where seed 
dressings were applied, plants were more advanced with 
better root systems. Every treated strip produced higher 
yield and had higher protein than the control, and in every 
case where Activist Zinc and/or Kelpak, with follow up 
Activist Max foliar, were applied yielded 0.3-0.5t/ha more 
than the control.  All seed treatments gave a considerable 
return on investment with a minimum of $40/ha for each 
$1/ha spent.  The two best performers are split applications 

of Activist Zinc (2L/ton) + Activist max (750 ml/ha) & 
Kelpak (1L/t) seed treatment.  

When using the split application method, foliar spray must 
be applied before Z21 stage.   

Detailed trial information will be presented at your local 
distributors at upcoming grower nights. Contact your 
Agrichem area manager or CANFA to find out more about 
the trial or the dates of the local grower meetings. 

SE NSW Area Manager, Andrea Rozsa, 0448 918 689 
andrear@agrichem.com.au 
CANFA office, 02 6845 1044 

Continued from previous page 

Application form for membership 
or renewal of membership 

 
Send to: Conservation Agriculture & No-till Farming  Association 

ABN 15 660 848 447 
PO BOX 276, Wellington, NSW 2820 

Ph: (02) 6845 1044   Fax: (02) 6845 1099 
Email: vivienne.canfa@bigpond.com  

 

Membership includes: Newsletters (twice yearly) & bulletins (4/year); emailed notice of CANFA field days, bus trips, forums, 
conferences, etc.; discount at CANFA events; discount on CANFA publications, merchandise, etc. 

 

Annual subscription: $75.00 
Includes GST — Tax deductible for professionals 

�

Full name: ............................................................................................................................................................................... 

Address: ............................................................................................................................... .................................................. 

Town:............................................................... ................ ...................................... ...         Postcode: ......................... 

Email: .............................................................................. .......................................... 

Phone: ...............................................      Mobile: ................................................................ .......................................... 

Fax: .........................................................       UHF:.......................... 

 
Note: The majority of member correspondence is conducted via email or fax. Should you not provide a contact for either, you will only receive the 
newsletter and bulletin and may not receive other notices or information of interest, unless you provide self-addressed stamped envelopes. This may be 
arranged by calling the CANFA office. 
 

 

1 year subscription—$75.00 (tick box)    � ��Date: ……………………………….�

Privacy policy approval� � � � � ��Yes� � � ��No�

Photograph reproduction approval� �������� � � ��Yes� � � ��No 
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How are you going to handle last year’s stubble when sowing this year?�
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You are invited to attend the following Precision 

Agriculture workshops 
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ED CAY WILL GUIDE YOU THROUGH THE FOLLOWING  

Morning session 10am - 1pm How do we make a start into precision agriculture? Yield Mapping; Prescription 
Mapping; Variable Rate; Economics of variable rate; & How do I justify buying Variable Rate equipment? 

Lunch 1pm - 1.30 pm 

Afternoon Session 1.30pm - 2pm  Question time, discussion and conclusion 

Practical Session 2pm - 4pm For those people who have systems, Ed Cay  is inviting people to bring their lap tops and 
software so we can get into the nitty gritty of different software programs and controllers. 

IMPORTANT:  Anyone interested in attending this session must let Neil McMillan know beforehand at the 
following ngmcmillan@bigpond.com or mobile0428953762. Places are limited so get in early. 

 

WHO IS ED CAY? 

Ed has a background in Ag Science through the University of Sydney where he majored in Soil Science and Precision 
Ag. Ed has been with gps-Ag since 2004 and has been involved in technical support of various products, specialising in 
Variable Rate equipment.  Ed now manages the Precision Ag channel and is heading up the team involved in gps-Ag’s 
Data Processing Service which has been designed specifically to increase the adoption of Variable Rate Technology 

WHERE & WHEN  
Tuesday 3 March at Forbes 

  Forbes Services Club 9.45am start 

Wednesday 4 March at Lake Cargelligo  
Lake Bowling Club 9.45am start 

Thursday 5 March at Condobolin  
Condobolin Research Station 9.45am start 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOOKINGS & MORE INFORMATION  
Bookings are essential - Please call Mel or Joy on 6895 1025 

 

For more information about the workshops please contact Neil McMillan on 0428 953 762 or 
ngmcmillan@bigpond.com 

THE WORKSHOPS ARE FREE  

FOR MEMBERS OF: 

Central West Farming Systems (CWFS) 

and the Conservation Agr iculture &  No-till 

Farming Association (CANFA). 

Non-members are offered the following 

fantastic ‘ Introductory Offer ’… Pay $75 to 

attend the workshop and receive one year ’s 

membership to BOTH CWFS &  CANFA. 
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