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Conservation agriculture  

ñGood farmers manage it !  

Farmers helping farmers  



Conservation Agriculture & No-till Farming Association 

 (CANFA) 

What Is It? 

 

Formerly known as the Central West Conservation Farming Association (CWFCA), the role 
and management structure of the Association has evolved to meet the changing needs of it 
members since itôs inception in 1994. 

 

The common goal shared by founding 
members of óimproving soil healthô was the 
catalyst for the formation of the Association. 
While not formally defined, this goal has 
remained as a focus for activities through-
out the Associationôs development. 

 

In the early years, many members sought 
information on and assistance with the 
evaluation of conservation farming seeding 
machinery and components to improve soil 
health. This need was serviced by field 
days with working demonstrations of farm 
workshop machine conversions and static 
displays of individual machinery compo-
nents. 

 

The Conservation Agriculture & No-till Farming Association is a leading farmer driven organisation committed 

to supporting its members and regional communities in the understanding and improvement of soil health. 



In parallel with the evolution of the Association, there has been a growing recognition of the 
critical importance of ósoil healthô for both agricultural production and natural resource man-
agement. 

 

The general concerns regarding ósoil healthô by in-
dustry and the general community are now for-
mally recognised. Soil health is a first order objec-
tive within the key natural resource management 
plans for regional communities developed by the 
Catchment Management Authorities and sup-
ported by State Government Agencies 
(Department of Environment, Climate Change & 
Water NSW ï DECCW ï  and Industry and Invest-
ment NSW). 

 

 

óSoil healthô is considered to be greatly underestimated as a crucial natural resource manage-
ment issue within the Australian environment. This occurs despite the broad recognition of 
soil based land degradation issues including salinity, acidity, sodicity and structural decline. 
Soil health is inextricably linked to dryland salinity and biodiversity. Healthy soils give rise to 
low ground water recharge in both agricultural and natural landscapes, while supporting a di-
verse array of flora and fauna. As a result, there is growing demand from land managers for 
practical support in the development and implementation of management systems to improve 
soil health. . 
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How and where do we operate? 

 

The Association is a not-for-profit, farmer driven organisation managed by an Executive and  
Committee, comprised of 12 or more farmers, elected at an Annual General Meeting.  It also 
co-opts assistance from key industry people and collaborators for advisory purposes. 

 It currently employs a full-time Executive Officer and part-time Administrative Officer and 
contracts staff for special purposes such as running workshops, preparing communications 
(bulletins, newsletters and media releases) and assisting with the management of various tri-
als and demonstrations. 

 

Office and farming base 

 

The Associationôs office is based at Wellington on the 
site of the previous Wellington Soil Conservation Ser-
vice Research Services Centre. The Association cur-
rently leases the office, buildings, 140ha of land and 
some farming machinery from the Land and Property 
Management Authority. It also leases a further 100ha 
of land from the Wellington Correctional Centre under 
its Cadonia Soil Health Improvement Project (CSHIP).  

 

In return for its use, the Department of Corrective Ser-
vices have requested CANFA contribute to the local 
community and CANFA has chosen to do so through 
the Wellington Working Farms project, a local initiative 
looking to address the needs of ñat riskò youths and 
adolescents. The project is located at the University of 
NSW Wellington Farm site where a National Centre 
for Groundwater Research and Training is being es-
tablished. 

 

 

 

 These two parcels of land allow 
CANFA to perform large scale research 
projects, trials and demonstrations, in 
conjunction with funding bodies such as 
GRDC, universities, agribusiness com-
panies and resellers and government 
agencies. 
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Dial-a-friend service 

 
Are you new to no-till? Is there something worrying you about your no-till system? Do you 
want to make improvements in your cropping program?  

 

CANFA is a no-till farming organisation that has many members who are willing to share their 
stories and listen to yours, for free! 

 

Go to our website www.canfa.com.au and view the extensive list of members to call to dis-
cuss issues and solutions to your no-till and farming system problems. Issues range from ma-
chinery, agronomy, soils, livestock, crop selection, stubble management, soil carbon, pasture 
cropping, cover cropping and many more. So give it a go! 


